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Outcome of the Fifth Meeting of the  

HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response 

(EWG OWR 5-2016) 

Introduction  

0.1 The Fifth Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR 
5-2016) was held as an online meeting on 16 June2016.  

0.2 The Meeting was attended by representatives of Denmark, Germany, Lithuania and Sweden as 
well as Sea Alarm and WWF as Observers. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Hugo Nijkamp, Sea Alarm and Chair of EWG OWR. Ms. Laura 
Meski, Assisting Professional Secretary of HELCOM, acted as Secretary of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2  Update on planning/preparedness in Contracting Parties 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the following national OWR response planning and preparedness 
activities: 

- Denmark: The aim is to have the old OWR plan updated during autumn 2016. The new plan will also 
focus on euthanasia (no rehabilitation). 

- Germany: The work is still ongoing to prepare a common framework for OWR response for all 
German coastal states (Bundesländer). Regular meetings between agencies dealing with OWR are 
being held and exercises between the coastal states are taking place (focus of 2016).  

- Lithuania: Developing of a national response plan, also containing OWR, has not progressed but it 
has been recognized on a political level that response capabilities need to be improved. However, 
funding is not yet available. The Lithuania see museum has its own OWR plan. The Lithuanian sea 
museum is starting a project for creation of a sea animal rehabilitation and research centre in 
Kopgalis (part Curonian spit). The facility is expected to be fully operational by 2021. 

- Sweden: Work on developing a national OWR plan has been initiated in spring 2016 but the 
implementation of the plan is expected to be delayed until after 2016.  

- WWF Finland: Finland is still in process of finalizing the OWR plan and wildlife coordination meetings 
have taken place. WWF Finland is organizing volunteer training twice a year. The training in autumn 
2016 will likely be on catching birds. WWF Finland will most likely participate in a joint oil spill exercise 
in Vuosaari to test Tier 1 response (Korkeasaari Zoo).  

- WWF Poland: A meeting on OWR was recently been held at the Ministry of Environment, which was 
attended by different institutions as well as volunteer organizations. The decision on the responsible 
institution is still pending. WWF Poland has been recognized as a partner. The WWF volunteers (Blue 
Patrol) are being trained.  
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2.2 The Meeting took note that RESPONSE 21-2016 (15-17 March 2016) approved the oiled wildlife 
preparedness self-assessment tool (SAT), developed by Sea Alarm, to be used as the basis for the report on 
the status of national wildlife response plans in the Baltic Sea, which is to be prepared by EWG OWR according 
to the Terms of Reference. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the current level of preparedness for oiled wildlife response in the 
Baltic Sea based on the filled in SATs by Denmark, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Sweden (document 
2-1) and requested the remaining Contracting Parties (Estonia, Poland and Russia) to fill in the SAT and to 
send it to the EWG OWR Chair (Hugo Nijkamp (nijkamp@sea-alarm.org) and the Secretariat 
(laura.meski@helcom.fi) as soon as possible and no later than by 31 July 2016.  

2.4 Denmark informed that the SAT has been filled in based on the old OWR plan.  

2.5 Germany informed that some information in the SAT is missing due to the difficulty to fill in for 
all German coastal states and agreed with the suggestion by the Meeting to fill in separate SATs for all coastal 
states as well as one for all of Germany.  

2.6 WWF Poland is coordinating the input from Poland by consulting the authorities. The filled in 
SAT is expected to be sent within a few weeks.  

2.7 The Contracting Parties considered the SAT as a very helpful tool and filling in of the SAT as a 
good exercise to get a national as well as regional overview on the status.  

2.8 The Meeting considered it useful to also accommodate euthanasia better into the next version 
of the tool as it now biased towards rehabilitation and in many cases both rehabilitation and euthanasia is 
needed. Both rehabilitation and euthanasia require preparedness, planning and objectives to be successful. 

2.9 The Meeting invited Denmark and Germany to draft suggestions for statements on euthanasia 
for the next version of the SAT and to send them to the Chair (nijkamp@sea-alarm.org).  

2.10 The Meeting considered a draft outline for the report on the status of national wildlife response 
plans in the Baltic Sea (document 2-2) and agreed on the outline with the following specifications: 

- The country profiles (chapters 4.1-4.9) are to be max. two pages and the reporting will be according 
to the headings of the SAT (Planning and integration, Exercises, Training, Equipment and facilities, 
Partnering and funding).  

- The content of the OWR plan will be reflected under “Planning and integration”. 

- Cooperation with science etc. will be reflected under “Partnering and funding”. 

- The Chair will write the summary and chapter 5. Chapter 5 will be an analysis on strengths and 
weaknesses which can be improved by regional cooperation and also outlining the direction for OWR 
in the Baltic Sea.   

2.11 The Meeting agreed on the following procedure for finalizing the EWG OWR report in time for 
submission to RESPONSE 22-2016 (8-10 November 2016): 

- the Contracting Parties are to prepare the country profiles (c.f. paragraph 2.10) by 1 September 
2016, 

- the Chair is to write the analysis and the recommendations based on the country profiles, 

- a first draft of the report to be circulated to the contacts of EWG OWR in mid-September, 

- an online meeting for drafting the report is held in September, if considered needed, 

- a final draft of the report will be circulated to the contacts of EWG OWR in early October,  

- approval of the report at EWG OWR 6-2016 (mid-October) in time for submission to RESPONSE 22-
2016 (submission deadline 17 October 2016). 

2.12 The Meeting agreed to make a second round of filling in the SAT in 2017 and to update the 
report. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/RESPONSE/Terms%20of%20Reference_EWG%20OWR.pdf
mailto:nijkamp@sea-alarm.org
mailto:laura.meski@helcom.fi
mailto:nijkamp@sea-alarm.org
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Agenda Item 3  EWG OWR activities 

Documents: 3-1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the decision by HOD 20-2016 (15-16 June 2016) to prolong the 
mandate for EWG OWR with one year, until the end of 2017, as well as the approved revised Terms of 
Reference for the group (document 3-1). 

3.2 The Meeting took note that the Baltic oiled wildlife responders network meeting has been 
moved to 2017 in the EWG OWR Work Plan (document 3-1) upon decision by RESPONSE 21-2016 and as 
suggested by EWG OWR 4-2016 and underlined on the usefulness of organizing the network meeting for 
which EWG OWR could act as the driving force together with NGOs.  

3.3 The Meeting appreciated the offer by Germany to host such a network meeting (possibly in 
Cuxhaven, Warnemünde or Stralsund) and requested Germany to prepare a document for the next meeting 
of the Group with suggestions on the place, time and scope of the event. 

3.4 The Meeting took note that HELCOM BALEX DELTA 2016 (oil spill response exercise) will take 
place on 20-22 June hosted by Lithuania in the vicinity of Klaipeda but that OWR has not been included in the 
exercise. The seminar, which will be held on 20 June, will however reflect on OWR (presentation by WWF 
Poland). 

3.5 The Meeting also took note that HELCOM BALEX DELTA 2017 will be hosted by Russia and in 
2018 by Sweden. 

3.6 The Meeting further took note that the Response Working Group is currently considering new 
forms of exercises and considered it relevant for EWG OWR to discuss different forms of OWR exercises. 

Agenda Item 4  Training and information activities to support work of EWG OWR.  

4.1 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Sea Alarm to organize an OWR training course (similar to 
the course organized in April 2015, EWG OWR 3-2015 document 5.1-1). The Meeting, however, was of the 
opinion that it might be wise to combine it with the Baltic oiled wildlife responders network meeting planned 
for 2017 instead of having it as a separate event.   

4.2 The Chair invited the Contracting Parties to provide feedback (nijkamp@sea-alarm.org) on the 
need for a training course, content, timing and hosting.  

4.3 The Meeting took note of the remainder by the Chair that a large scale simulation exercise on 
OWR response will be held in the Netherlands in the second half of November 2016.  

Agenda Item 5  Any other business 

Documents: 5-1. 5-1-Rev.1, 5-1-Rev.2 

5.1 The Contracting Parties checked and updated the list of contacts for EWG OWR (document 5-1-
Rev.2) as contained in Annex 2. 

5.2 The Chair invited Contracting Parties to inform Sea Alarm (nijkamp@sea-alarm.org) on their 
interest to review a draft document prepared within the EUROWA project on standard operational 
procedures for mobilizing the EUROWA module (international team of oiled wildlife responders and their 
equipment). 

Agenda Item 6  Next Meeting 

6.1 The Meeting decided that the next meeting of the Group (EWG OWR 6-2016) will be held as an 
online meeting in mid-October, dates to be decided at a later stage, for final approval of the EWG OWR 
report, which is to be submitted to RESPONSE 22-2016, and to further discuss the timing and scope of the 
Baltic oiled wildlife responders network meeting. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/RESPONSE/Work%20Plan_EWG%20OWR%202014-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EWG%20OWR%203-2015-281/MeetingDocuments/5.1-1%20Information%20on%20the%20Sea%20Alarm%20oiled%20wildlife%20response%20planning%20course.pdf
mailto:nijkamp@sea-alarm.org
mailto:nijkamp@sea-alarm.org
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Agenda Item 7  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting via correspondence (document 7-1).  

7.2 The Outcome of the Meeting was finalized by the Secretariat and made available in the HELCOM 
Meeting Portal together with the documents considered during the Meeting. 
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Annex 1 List of Participants of EWG OWR 5-2016 
Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm nijkamp@sea-alarm.org 

Denmark Camilla Uldal Nature Agency cakis@nst.dk 

Germany Uda Tuente Central Command for Maritime Emergencies CCME utuente@havariekommando.de 

Lithuania Ignas Kazlauskas Lithuania see museum i.kazlauskas@muziejus.lt 

Sweden Eleonor Glad Swedish Environmental Protection Agency eleonor.glad@naturvardsverket.se 

Observer Vanessa Ryan WWF Finland vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 

Observer Monika Łaskawska-Wolszczak WWF Poland MLaskawska@wwf.pl 

HELCOM  Laura Meski HELCOM Secretariat laura.meski@helcom.fi 

 

 

Annex 2 Contacts of HELCOM Expert Working Group on Oiled Wildlife Response (EWG OWR) 

Representing Name Organization E-mail address 

Chair Hugo Nijkamp Sea Alarm nijkamp@sea-alarm.org 

Denmark Camilla Uldal Ministry of the Environment cakis@nst.dk 

Estonia Agnes Villmann Ministry of the Environment  agnes.villmann@envir.ee 

Estonia Teet Koitjärv Environmental Board teet.koitjarv@keskkonnaamet.ee 

Finland Pekka Rusanen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) pekka.rusanen@ymparisto.fi 

Germany Andreas Eckert Schleswig-Holstein Agency for Coastal Defence, National 
Park and Marine Conservation 

andreas.eckert@lkn.landsh.de 

Germany Uda Tuente Central Command for Maritime Emergencies (CCME) UTuente@havariekommando.de 

Latvia Laura Mazmača State Environmental Service laura.mazmaca@vvd.gov.lv 

Lithuania Ignas Kazlauskas Lithuania see museum i.kazlauskas@muziejus.lt 

Russia Natalia Kutaeva FBI "Marine Rescue Service of Rosmorrechflot" kutaevang@morspas.com 

Sweden Eleonor Glad Swedish Environmental Protection Agency eleonor.glad@naturvardsverket.se 

Observer Monika Łaskawska-Wolszczak WWF Poland mlaskawska@wwf.pl 

Observer Vanessa Ryan  WWF Finland vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 

 


